Northwest Community Evangelical Free Church


(Dave Smith)


(March 26, 2000)





Sermon manuscript





Sermon Series: “The Church - Under Construction”








“What God Has Joined Together.....”		Study #10


(1 Corinthians 7:8-16)








	Over the last couple of weeks we have found ourselves dealing with the delicate subject of sexuality.  Today, we jump from the frying pan into the fire by shifting our focus to the theme of divorce and remarriage!  Doesn’t get any easier, does it?





	Let me say at the outset that I want to accomplish three things this morning.  First, I want to accurately teach what the Bible says about divorce and remarriage from 1 Corinthians 7.  If nothing else, I passionately want to do this.





	Second, I want to tell you what is my understanding of the broad teaching about divorce and remarriage from the whole Bible.  I would not say that the overall teaching of Scripture contradicts the teaching of this particular passage.  But I would say that this passage does not contain all the truth there is about divorce and remarriage and that in order to arrive at a whole, balanced understanding of the topic, we have to look at passages other than 1 Corinthians 7.  In this, I will tell you honestly that there are many ways to look at the issue and that not all Bible students agree.  But, this morning you will at least know some of the conclusions I have come to in my own study.





	Third, I want to speak this morning, not only as a Bible teacher, but as your pastor.  I will address particular comments about divorce and remarriage to those of you who have a divorce in your past.  I will have something to say to those of you who are presently married whether you have a divorce in your past or not.  And I will have some things to say to those of you who are presently single, whether you have never been married, have been widowed, or have been divorced.





	Let’s turn our attention now to the passage for this morning.  The first couple of verses (vv. 8-9) are transitional in nature.  They continue to speak to the broad theme of marriage and even of sexuality, continuing the thoughts of verses 1-7.  But Paul also introduces his new focus on remarriage here, the theme he will develop later in verses 10-16.





	Listen as I read verse 8, first.





A Word To The Unmarried..... (vv. 8-9)





Singleness is Good - But Not Required! (v. 8)�





	“But I say to the unmarried and to widows that it is good for them if they remain� even as I.” (v. 8)





	He is addressing men (“unmarried”) and women (“widows”) who have been married.  A pretty good understanding of his thought would be to say, “widowers and widows.”





	At least from this passage it is clear that Paul himself was single.  As I mentioned last Sunday, it is conceivable that Paul was either a widower or that his wife left him when he became a Christian and so was divorced.�  That is within the realm of the possible, but it is not ever hinted at.  So, we will do best to simply say that Paul was single as he wrote this passage, leave it at that, and that he thought it would be a good thing if those who were presently single would remain that way.





	He doesn’t command the single life.  But he does commend it.





	There is a throat-clearing, though.  It is not always best to remain single.  Listen now to verse 9.





Marriage is Good, Too - But ALSO Not Required! (v. 9)





	“But if they do not have self-control, let them marry�; for it is better to marry than to burn.�” (v. 9)





	As he mentioned in 1 Corinthians 7:7, each person has his or her own sexual giftedness, and that from God.  Paul himself had the gift to remain single, what we would call the gift of celibacy.





	But he recognized in verse 7, and he recognizes here in verse 9, that not everyone has the gift of celibacy.





	Some people who are single fight (and lose!�) the battle with sexual temptation.  They “burn” with passion.  Paul’s advice to them?  These brothers and sisters should not seek to live celibately, because they show by their struggle that they don’t have the giftedness from God to do so.





	It is not sinful to want to be married.  In fact, it is the normal human condition.  And if that inner urge is strong within the unmarried, they shouldn’t feel compelled to stuff that urge.  And we are not talking only about the sexual urge, but the personal, psychological and emotional desire for full intimacy with a member of the opposite sex.





	People who have this longing should feel free to seek to fulfill that urge within the confines of marriage.





Summary:  Paul is certainly being far less negative about marriage than he is sometimes accused of being!  He is actually affirming that marriage - and family life in general - is a good thing, for some a very important part of personal wholeness.





	And, while the single life is commendable for some, it is NOT commendable if it leads to sexual immorality or to chronic sexual and personal frustration.  A person in that situation should feel free to marry.





	Paul now turns his attention to the married person. Verses 10-11 deal with the maintenance or severance of the marriage bond, in the case of believers who are married to each other.





A Word To Christians Married To Christians (vv. 10-11)





	“But to the married I give instructions, not I, but the Lord, that the wife should not leave her husband (but if she does leave, let her remain unmarried, or else be reconciled to her husband), and that the husband should not send his wife away.” (vv. 10-11)





Paul Speaking, Not Jesus (so?)�





	You will notice that Paul quotes Jesus here.  By doing so, he lets us know that what he is saying and what he is teaching is consistent with the teaching of the Master.





	There are only a couple of other passages in Paul’s writings where he references Jesus’ words, although the Lord’s thoughts run throughout Paul’s words and there is never contradiction between the two.





	In this particular case, Paul could draw from a well of well-known sayings of Jesus (recorded for us in Matthew 5 and 19 and Mark 10) which apply to the topic of divorce and remarriage, so he did.





	I believe that two general truths emerge from this verse.  First, entering in to marriage is entering into a sacred covenant.  Therefore, married partners should not divorce each other.





General Truth: Married Partners Should Not Leave/Divorce Each Other





	Throughout this passage, Paul uses the words “separate” “divorce” and “leave” as virtual synonyms.  In the everyday world of first century Greece, these terms were all used to refer to what we know as divorce.





	There is a difference between what Paul writes here, though and what we read of Jesus saying in the Gospels.  When Jesus speaks, the one who might initiate divorce was the man, because in the Jewish world the husband was the only one who could have sued for divorce.  In Corinth, a woman might leave just as easily leave her husband as a man might dismiss his wife.  So Paul mentions both possibilities here.





	Just as Jesus reminded His audience, Paul affirms that divorce was not a part of God’s original plan.  Two Christians living together as husband and wife should stay that way for life.





	The second truth arising from verses 10 and 11 is this: The Christian partner who leaves his or her Christian spouse should remain unmarried, or else reconcile.





General Truth: If I Leave, I Should Remain Unmarried; If You Leave, You Should Remain Unmarried OR We Should Reconcile





	Now, remember, Paul is not sitting down to write a systematic treatise on divorce and remarriage.  He is answering questions that the Corinthians have asked him.  I wonder what question he is answering.....





	Could it be that the question he is answering is from the group in Corinth that said, “Marriage isn’t all that great a thing.  I’m married, sure, but I’d rather not be.  I think I’ll call it quits on my marriage and just live the single life.”





	And with that, the husband or the wife simply ups and leaves.  In that case, the departing spouse is given explicit instructions.





	FIRST, don’t remarry.  In fact, if the departing spouse did remarry after this leaving, it would raise serious questions about why they had sought a divorce in the first place!  And SECOND, try to reconcile with your husband or your wife.  You had no reason for leaving in the first place and you belong back in the marriage!





Summary:  Paul is giving explicit instructions relating to specific situations Christians in Corinth were experiencing.  He is not, I believe, speaking all of the mind of God on the subject of divorce and remarriage in two verses!  But, with respect to the Christian who thinks that marriage is an easily escaped relationship, that there is no “tie that binds,” that they can divorce whenever they feel like it, Paul repeats the words of the Master and says, “Wrong!”�





	Marriage is a covenant relationship that IS binding.  Husband and wife are bound together by strong vows, by a one-flesh relationship, by the words, “What God has joined together, let no man separate.”





	There is more I want to say about divorce and remarriage this morning, even between Christian spouses.  And I will, but first I want us to press on through the passage before us.





	Look now with me at verses 12-13.





A Word To Christians Married To Non-Christians (vv. 12-16)





Believers Should Continue Living With Their Unbelieving Mates (vv. 12-13)





	“But to the rest I say, not the Lord�, that if any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, let him not send her away.  And a woman who has an unbelieving husband, and he consents to live with her, let her not send her husband away.” (vv. 12-13)





	The apostle Paul speaks now (so?)





	When Paul says here that he is speaking, not the Lord Jesus, some have understood him to mean that what he is saying now is less inspired or less true than what we just read in verses 10-11.  Let me assure you that this is NOT what is going on!





	All he is saying is that Jesus never addressed the situation that he is now going to address, the situation of a believer being married to a non-believer.  And, since he can’t quote Jesus as he did in verses 10-11, he is going to give his own apostolically inspired cut at the topic.  He is not giving his own fallible, spur of the moment, off the top of his head, flippant thoughts.  No, what we read in these verses, just as in all the rest of Paul’s writings are inspired by God just as much as are the words of Jesus!  All he is saying is that here, he is not quoting Jesus.





	In Corinth, believers often found themselves in marriages to non-believers.  What should they do?  Did their new-found faith require them to divorce their husband or wife?  Paul says, “No.”





	The situation of a believer being married to a non-believer





	In a city like Corinth at the time the Gospel first entered the city through the ministry of the apostle Paul, it is easy to envision how marriages with a Christian and a non-Christian might occur.  And it’s easy to see how such a situation might create difficulties.....





	The husband was doing business in town when he heard Paul preach.  He gets saved, goes home and tells his wife, who is busy worshipping the family idol they’ve had in the corner of the living room for years.





	Or, the wife is shopping at the market and bumped into Priscilla, a woman who is well known in the first century as a powerful witness.  Priscilla evangelizes this wife and the wife is converted.  She greets her husband with, “Jesus is Lord” as he returns from a day of work in the silversmith shop making images of the gods.





	Such situations could conceivably create strains in a marriage.  Some were advising the Christian to simply break off the marriage.  Paul takes a different tack and says, “Not necessarily.....”





	Go ahead and stay married!





	The believing spouse must not divorce their mate simply on the grounds that he/she is a non-believer.  In fact, if the unbeliever will agree to stay married, the believer should by all means stay in the marriage.





	Paul affirmed that the same principle should operate in a believer-unbeliever marriage as in a marriage of two Christians: as a rule, no divorce.





	Why?  Well, he goes on to give a couple of excellent reasons in verse 14.





Believers Bring Benefit to an Unbelieving Spouse and to the Children (v. 14)





	“For the unbelieving husband is sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified through her believing husband�; for otherwise your children are unclean, but now they are holy.” (v. 14)





	Believing spouses sanctify their non-Christian mates





	Divorce is to be avoided in mixed marriages because the Christian spouse is a channel of God’s grace and blessing to their partner.





	Now, Paul is definitely NOT saying that the unbelieving spouse is “made holy” (one of the literal meanings of the word “sanctify”) by being married to a Christian.  Being married to a Christian certainly doesn’t make a person a Christian.  But, being married to a Christian can help a non-believer come to the point of placing his or her faith in Jesus.  It can grease the skids on the way to conversion.





	Notice, too, Paul’s point.  He is not concerned that the believer is brought into contact with the unbelieving spouse.  He is concerned that the lost spouse is brought into the realm of grace.  That is why the believer should be all means stay married if the non-believer will allow it.





	In addition, as Paul goes on to say, staying in the marriage will bring blessing to children.





	Believing parents sanctify their children





	Children who live with a believing parent get opportunities to learn God’s Word, to see Christian living modeled, and to make decisions for Christ that they wouldn’t have if they weren’t living with a Christian parent.  The presence of the “disease” of Christianity in the form of a believing parent makes the children more susceptible to coming down with the real thing on their own.





	Paul’s words certainly don’t mean that the children are saved eternally if either Mom or Dad are Christians.  But there are obvious spiritual benefits to children who have a vibrant, living witness at home.





	For these two reasons - and we could probably think of others - the Christian should not separate from the non-Christian spouse if the unbeliever is willing to remain married.





	Things don’t always work out that way, though.  We are not living in an ideal world and Paul was a realist, not an idealist.  He addresses the other side of the “What if....” coin in verse 15.





Believers Are Not “Under Bondage” if the Unbelieving Spouse Leaves (v. 15)





	“Yet if the unbelieving one leaves, let him leave; the brother or the sister is not under bondage in such cases, but God has called us to peace.” (v. 15)


	If the unbeliever wants to leave/divorce, let him/her





	The tension introduced by one partner in a marriage suddenly having a new allegiance to Christ will, at times, prove to be intolerable to the non-Christian partner.  If such a person chooses to divorce his or her spouse the Christian partner is not under compulsion to try and prevent the separation.  Often there is nothing the Christian can do anyway - except deny their faith.  That would be unconscionable, so the only recourse is to sadly watch as the unbeliever leaves.�





	What does Paul mean, though, by the phrase, “the brother or the sister is not under bondage in such cases”?  Let’s think about that together for a moment.





	The believer who is left/divorced is “not under bondage”





	Clearly, he means at least that the Christian is not bound to prevent the divorce.  But, since there is really no way to prevent a unilateral decision to divorce, that must not be all that Paul means.





	If we compare the words of this verse to verse 39 of this chapter, we will discover, I believe, what Paul meant by the words, “not under bondage.”�





	Toward the end of this chapter, Paul deals with the situation of the woman who is widowed.  He gives advice to the widow in verse 40, but says in verse 39, “A wife is bound (emphasis mine) as long as her husband lives; but if her husband is dead, she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord.”





	The widow’s being “not under bondage” means that she is free to remarry.  And the words of verse 15, I believe, should be taken in the same way.  Not everyone agrees with me in this, but my opinion is that when a non-believing spouse leaves the Christian spouse, the covenant of marriage has been violated.  The marriage is over and remarriage is permitted for the Christian.�





	The final phrase of the verse sheds more light on the rationale for not pushing for the marriage to stay intact. Paul says that “God has called us to peace.”	  And verse 16 sheds more light yet.





Marriage is Not a Missionary Enterprise (v. 16)





	“For how do you know, O wife, whether you will save your husband? Or how do you know, O husband, whether you will save your wife?” (v. 16)�





	Why should a believing spouse allow the marriage to end in divorce if the unbeliever wants it that way?  Because as much as the Christian wants the non-Christian to be saved, and as true as it is that the believer brings blessing to the unsaved spouse, no one really knows whether that beloved unbeliever will ever embrace the Gospel, put his or her faith in Christ, and be saved.





	Marriage was not intended to be a missionary enterprise.  Certainly, many, many husbands and wives have been won to Christ through the faithful witness of their mates.  But the lack of peace in a marriage that results through the conversion of one partner may actually be an impediment to faith for the unbeliever.





	As difficult as this may be to hear, the apostle Paul is saying that the biggest game in town in this case is not the keeping of the marriage, but keeping of the peace.�  In fact, respectfully allowing the unbeliever to leave may be more effective at winning them for Christ than blocking the way so as to keep witnessing to them.





Summary:  Now, this is what I have wanted to say about the passage from 1 Corinthians about divorce and remarriage.  About what I have said, there is little debate.  And, what I have said is truly helpful to people who are in certain situations.





	Christians should take their marriage vows seriously and not just “walk” because they don’t want to be married anymore.  If they do take that course, they certainly shouldn’t remarry, but should realize the error of their ways and seek reconciliation with their mate, if that is possible.





	Christians, too, should agree to live with a non-Christian spouse if the unbeliever is willing to allow it.  The Christian shouldn’t seek divorce simply because they are married to someone who isn’t a Christian, but should seek to be a blessing in her husband’s life, or in his wife’s life.





	But, if the unbeliever seeks divorce, the Christian shouldn’t fight it so hard that all peace is lost (in fact, the loss of peace is likely the reason why the divorce is being sought in the first place), but allow them to leave, still hoping and praying for the salvation of the one who is leaving.  In that case, the Christian is free to remarry, only in the Lord.�





	If that is the teaching of this passage, and I believe it is, there is much more the Bible says about the topic of divorce and remarriage and I want to hit the highlights now to get, as much as is possible in a few minutes, a broader biblical perspective on the issue.





	We’ll start by noticing that in the Old Testament, there was provision made for divorce.





The Whole Bible On Divorce and Remarriage





From the Old Testament





	Divorce and remarriage were allowed under some circumstances





	One of the best known passages would be Deuteronomy 24:1-4.  This text prohibits the remarriage of a wife to her original husband if she subsequently married another man and was divorced by him, too.�





	It does definitely allow divorce, though, for an undefined “indecency.”  The “indecency” is not adultery because the result of adultery was not divorce, but under the Mosaic Law, death by stoning!  The “indecency” was understood to be some major violation of the marriage covenant.  For our purposes, we can note that the Law was not attempting to define conditions under which a person might divorce, but simply that there were conditions where divorce was allowable.(cf. Deut. 22:13-19, 28-29)





	Divorce is sometimes commanded by God





	Surprisingly, there are cases in Scripture where divorce is not only permitted, but actually commanded by God.  The best known illustration of this is found in the tenth chapter of the book of Ezra.  In Ezra’s time, many of the Jews in the land of Palestine had divorced their Jewish wives so that they could marry pagan women.





	There were many grave problems associated with this despicable behavior, not the least of which was the hatred shown to their original wives and the violation of God’s law against mixed marriages.





	Ezra, described in Scripture as an expert in the Mosaic Law, commanded the men who had divorced their Jewish wives so that they could marry pagan women to divorce their pagan wives!�





	As tragic and painful as these divorces were (all divorces, after all, are), Ezra’s “take” was that in this case, they were God’s will. (cf. Exodus 21:10-11; Deuteronomy 12:10-14; Genesis 21:8-14)





	Divorce is sometimes condemned by God





	And then, of course, there are those instances where God’s hatred of divorce is stated clearly.  The best example of this is found in Malachi 2, where the prophet Malachi records God’s words, “I hate divorce.”





	We should not miss the fact, though, that at the exact historical moment Malachi was quoting God as hating divorce, an expert in the Law, Ezra, was commanding the Jewish men to divorce their pagan wives.  I conclude that what God hated was the specific sin of the Jewish men of divorcing their original Jewish wives and not all  divorces, generally.� (cf. Deuteronomy 23 and Leviticus 21:7, 14; 22:13)





	In some places the language of divorce is even used to describe God’s actions with respect to His relationships to the people of Israel.





	God sometimes involves Himself in “divorce”





	At several places (Isaiah 50:1; Hosea 2:2; Jeremiah 3:1-8, for instance) God pictures Himself as a Husband to Israel.   And when He does so, He generally highlights what a faithless wife Israel was to Him   In Isaiah 50, God contemplated divorcing Israel, but in Jeremiah 3 He actually does it!  God divorced Himself from Israel.  He repudiated the covenant He had made with her because of her incessant violations of that covenant with Him.





	The reason I bring up God’s actions as the initiator in divorce against His people is this: If it is true that He hates divorce (and that is certainly true), then there must be something He hates even more than divorce, namely the brazen mocking of the marriage covenant by one of the partners.  It is this contempt for the covenant which led Him to take the very action He hated!





	The bottom line is that the Old Testament permitted divorce for a variety of fundamental violations of the marriage covenant.





	Then, too, the New Testament contains teaching regarding divorce outside of 1 Corinthians 7:10-16.  Jesus Himself speaks to the issue of divorce in a couple of places, most notably at Matthew 5:31-32 and Matthew 19:1-12 (also in Mark 10:2-12)





From the Words of Jesus





	In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said,





	“And it was said, ‘WHOEVER SENDS HIS WIFE AWAY, LET HIM GIVE HER A CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE’; but I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except for the cause of unchastity (emphasis mine),� makes her commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.” (Matthew 5:31-32)





	Here, Jesus was referring to the passage we saw earlier, Deut. 24.  He is railing against the easygoing practice of divorce “for any and every reason,” (the teaching of the rabbinical school of Hillel) which was so prevalent in first century Israel.  He means to say that in reality, this attitude is the moral equivalent of adultery.  His point is that even marrying an innocent divorced woman is (like) adultery in that it involves a man taking as a wife a woman who ideally - had hardness of heart not produced the violation of the original marriage covenant - should have remained with another man! �





	Most all commentators are agreed, though, that in Matthew 5 and 19, Jesus gives an exception to the rule, “no divorce.”  That exception is in the case of adultery (or more literally, “uncleanness” a virtual equivalent to the “indecency” of Deuteronomy 24).





	Far from invalidating all that the Old Testament taught about divorce, Jesus said that He came to establish the Law, and does so in this case by pointing to the original design for marriage in Genesis 2 as a corrective to His opponents’ unbalanced understanding of Deteronomy 24:1-4, which was that a man could divorce a woman for any cause! (the same message is found in Matthew 19:3-12 and in Mark 10:2-12� except that in Mark, the “exception clause” is not included, perhaps for cultural reasons that are not altogether clear to me.)





	Now, can we summarize the Bible’s teachings on divorce and remarriage from what we have seen so far?  Let’s give it a shot.





A Summary of  the Bible’s Teaching on Divorce and Remarriage





	Among Bible students who take Scripture seriously, there are basically four camps regarding divorce and remarriage (with variations in the camps).





	Camp One says that there are no biblically allowable divorces at any time for any reason.  Of course, tied in with this would be the disallowance of any re-marriage for a divorced person.





	Camp Two says that divorce is permissible for desertion (as in 1 Cor. 7) and adultery (Matthew 5 and 19), but that remarriage is never an option for a divorced person.





	Camp Three permits divorce for desertion and adultery and also permits remarriage for those who are divorced for these reasons.





	Camp Four would permit divorce for a wider variety of reasons than desertion and adultery and would potentially permit remarriage in most cases.





	On this issue, I find myself, usually a conservative of conservatives!, in the uncomfortable position of being in the most liberal camp!





	Does this mean that I am in favor of divorce?  Of course not!  It does mean that because I understand that God hates some things more than divorce (remember Ezra?), I also am permitted to hate some things more than I hate divorce.





	I hate it when the foundations of marriage are repeatedly mocked and held in contempt by one spouse over the other.  And what exactly are the foundations of the marriage covenant?  Clearly, they are at least these: (1). A commitment to exclusive love; (2). A commitment to faithfulness; (3). A commitment to physical presence; (4). A commitment to material support from the husband and a commitment from the wife to support her husband’s leadership.�  So, I hate the violation of the covenant of marriage that is represented:





when one spouse flagrantly and repeatedly commits adultery or commits other sexual sin or when one spouse decides as a policy to deprive their partner sexually;


by abandonment;


by malicious cruelty, perpetrated either psychologically or physically.


by a refusal of a husband to provide for his wife and children out of his bounty.


by the wife’s open and sustained defiance of the husband’s loving leadership.





	Because I understand marriage as covenant, I believe that when the covenant is violated divorce is permitted.  Not required, but permitted!








Conclusion: 





	This morning, I have wanted to teach some of what the Bible says about divorce and remarriage.  I know that all students of the Bible do not agree with my positions, but, as I said at the beginning, at least you know how I take some of the various passages.  But, this is not all I have wanted to do today.





	I also want to speak to you as your pastor.  First, to the divorced person here today.





to the divorced.....





	Hear this one word: GRACE.  So often the church (this church?) has not been gracious or accepting or forgiving toward those who are divorced.  That is unacceptable.  Divorced men and women are not second-class citizens in God’s Kingdom.





	We are all recovering from self-inflicted or others-inflicted gunshot wounds.  Healing and restoration are both possible in the church of Jesus Christ, and in THIS church of Jesus Christ.  You can grow through your divorce tragedy just as anyone, by God’s grace, can grow through any tragedy.  Forgiveness is possible, if that is your need.  Healing is available if that is where you are.  Reconciliation can even be explored if that is a possibility.  Welcome!





	I also want to speak to married couples.





to the married.....





	In my eighteen years as a pastor, I have seen some marriages end in divorce.  Without exception, they have been heart-breaking, gut-wrenching affairs.  But I have also seen some couples on the ropes agree that they would give it one more try and in some of those situations, God has produced amazing turn-arounds.


	Scripture says that God is able to make all things new and that includes His ability to re-make marriages.  If you are considering throwing in the towel on your marriage, make certain that you have exhausted all the possibilities for working things out first.





	I have told you this morning that I believe there are situations in which divorce is permissible.  For repeated, flagrant, cruel violations of the marriage covenant I believe it is.  However, I freely admit that divorce is an option taken by far too many people who have not weighed the costs involved in pursuing divorce, because even in permissible situations, the costs of divorce are incredibly high!





	Divorce is to be a very last option.  No matter what the issues might be, take every conceivable chance you have to work things out before going the route of divorce.  Talk with each other, attend seminars, join a support group, go to counseling, explore changes you can make, seek arbitration, agree to a temporary cooling off time of separation.  Divorce’s effects are so devastating and far-reaching and long-term that it should never be pursued except as a last option.





	Rather than focus on the potential for divorce, why don’t you, as a husband or a wife, commit to building a healthier marriage now.





	I also want to say a word to those of you who are unmarried.





to the unmarried.....





	Many of you who are unmarried right now will one day be married.  My one word to you: THINK.





	You will marry the person you date.  Consider carefully whom you date.  A successful marriage demands shared commitments, a shared world-view, shared values.





	Single people, think long and hard about whom you marry.  Have your wits about you as you entertain thoughts of marriage, because a lifetime is a long time.


� Paul’s preference that the unmarried remain single is probably because of the current stress that the believers in Corinth were experiencing, as he goes on to say later in 1 Cor. 7:26.


�  “Remain” = “abide” meaning a lifelong state.


� Marriage was certainly the norm for Jewish men.  Rabbis, which Paul may have been, were almost always married (Acts 22:3 refers to Paul’s rabbinic training under Gamaliel, but we do not know if he ever completed it).  Members of the Sanhedrin had to be married.  Was Paul a member of the Sanhedrin, Israel’s Supreme Court?  In Acts 26:10, he speaks of “casting [his] vote” with the Sanhedrin, but the language could be idiomatic for being in agreement with them.


� Paul’s advice here that widows and widowers often should remarry, notwithstanding his personal preferences, matches his counsel to younger widows in 1 Tim. 5:14.


� Elsewhere we have “burn” with grief and indignation (2 Cor 11:29)  Paul certainly does not mean “burn in Hell.”


� Literally, “if they are living without self-control”   This is the sense of the rendering of the Message and the NIV.


� Significantly, 1 Corinthians was written earlier than any of the four Gospels.


� I believe that verse 11 should be understood as referring to the illegitimately divorced.


� It is significant that Paul didn’t claim that he was quoting Jesus (by way of special revelation) here.  He shot straight and told the Corinthians that he is speaking his own mind, the mind of an apostle by inspiration of God and didn’t try and add weight to it by attributing the words to Jesus.


�  See 1 Peter 3:1-2


� It is the desertion, not the “mixed marriage” which legitimates divorce in verse 15, so that Paul’s counsel should probably apply equally to desertion by a believer.


� The Greek verb used in the two verses is different, but the meaning seems synonymous.


� If remarriage was universally granted to the legally divorced in both Jewish and Greco-Roman circles, and it was, then it would seem that Paul would have been much more explicit in forbidding it if that was his intention.


� Bible scholar Leon Morris says this, “It is uncertain whether a believing spouse will succeed in “saving” the unbelieving if the marriage continues.  Exactly opposite conclusions have been drawn as to the force of this truism/statement.  Some feel that it means that a marriage should be retained as long as possible in the hope of a conversion.  Who can tell whether the other will not be saved?  To others Paul’s meaning is that marriage is not to be regarded simply as an instrument of evangelism.  To cling to a marriage which the heathen is determined to end would lead to nothing but frustration and tension.  The certain strain is not justified by the uncertain result.  The guiding principle must be ‘peace.’”  On the whole, the latter seems more likely to be right than the former (Dave).


� As one commentator has said, “The certainty of quarreling need not be accepted in order to achieve a highly uncertain goal (the salvation of the unbelieving partner).”


� One thing is clear, though.  Paul cannot have interpreted Jesus’ pronouncements on divorce and remarriage as intending to cover every possible scenario or he could not have felt free to add a second exception.  It is plain, especially from Matthew 19:1-2, that Jesus’ words addressed a distinctively Jewish debate and did not envision the situation, largely unique to the Hellenistic world, of a Christian (or Jew) marrying a pagan.  But Paul’s context is equally occasional, as evidenced by his lack of reference to adultery.


� The King James Version reads in such a way that divorce is commanded.  The best rendering if found in the New American Standard Bible and in some other versions which makes it clear that this passage does not command divorce.


� Israel was facing a crisis.  Intermarriage would eventually destroy her distinctiveness and hence the Jewish people as the people of God.  Severe measures were necessary and justified.


� An alternative translation to Malachi is suggested by Joe Sprinkle, associate professor of Old Testament at Toccoa Falls College, GA. “‘When he (the husband) hates so as to divorce’, says the Lord God of Israel, ‘then he covers himself with lawlessness as with a garment.’”  Sprinkle goes on to say, “What is condemned in context is not every divorce under every condition, as if the text  was opposed to the actions of Ezra and Nehemiah - but specifically the divorce of innocent Jewish wives simply because their husbands prefer foreign wives to their Jewish ones.”


� Jesus clearly permitted divorce in the case of porneia (Matthew 5:32; 19:9), though he never commands it.  The specific type of immorality in view in porneia would be adultery, but is broad enough to cover other types of sexual sin.


� It is possible to take Jesus’ words in Matthew 5 hyperbole expressing how serious divorce is, just as His words about gouging out an eye or cutting off a hand are hyperbole for expressing how serious avoidance of lust is.


� Although the grammar of these two texts is less clear, Jesus probably permits remarriage in this instance as well, because it was generally understood to have been permitted by Jews whenever divorce occurred.


� See Genesis 2 and Ephesians 5 and 1 Peter 3 for these “foundations” of marriage.
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